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December 23, 2020 
Budapest, Hungary 

Dear Colleagues, 

I write to you as the director of the Institute of Political History in Budapest, the last 
independent research institution remaining in Hungary. As you may know, the current 
Hungarian government has recently taken steps either to close or to curtail the 
independence of academic institutions, including recently the Central European University 
(CEU) and the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Our Institute of Political History is the 
government’s next target. At the moment we face eviction from our current premises with 
no prospect of compensation to pay for the move to our new location.  

The fact that our Institute has hosted two large European Institutional and Research grants 
(from 2014 until 2022) and that our work enjoys an international reputation has only 
hardened the government’s opposition to our existence, especially since the government 
has recently established two new institutes of historical research of its own with dubious 
academic credentials. After the relocation of the CEU, the elimination of the Institute for 
the 1956 Revolution, the curtailment of the independence of the research institutes of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, we remain the only independent historical research outlet 
whose work challenges the radical nationalist narratives the government seeks to impose on 
Hungarian academia and society. 

The unique cultural heritage that we manage includes a huge collection of archival material 
on labor history and the history of post-communist, post-1989 regime change, including 
holdings of the Hungarian Socialist Party, political figures like Károly Grósz (János 
Kádár’s successor in 1988), as well as a library. Since 2010 we have received no subsidy 
from the State, which previously financed our existence. Our financial reserves have slowly 
dwindled, and although we have received European Research grants, these funds have to be 
dedicated fully to the projects themselves. The unfinanced cost of the upcoming move to a 
more costly premises will seriously impact our very ability to survive.  

The cost of the move is a huge sum by our standards (up to 30 million HUF, about 80.000 
EUR, 100.000 USD). Nevertheless, I’m confident that it is not an insurmountable goal if a 
solidary academic and civic community in Hungary and abroad can help us to raise even a 
part of this money. Every penny, every cent will help ease the burden on one of my 
colleagues or save a book we would otherwise be forced to dispose of due to lack of 
storage capacity. To put it bluntly, the smallest kind of help will make an enormous 
difference to us!  

You can send donations to our bank account directly OR to our FundMe account. 

For direct donations to our bank account, here is our information:  

NAME OF RECIPIENT (INSTITUTION): Politikatörténeti Intézet 
ADDRESS: 1054 Budapest, Alkotmány utca 2., Hungary 
SWIFT/BIC: UBRTHUHBXXX 
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EURO IBAN: HU68 1200 1008 0010 2946 0030 0009 
HUF IBAN: HU89 1200 1008 0010 2946 0010 0005 

Our FundMe account is handled through the Hungarian application Patreon, which can 
easily be used by people outside of Europe as well as within Europe and/or Hungary. 

Here is the link: 

https://www.patreon.com/politikatorteneti  

Patreon is easiest for people donating from outside of Europe, BUT please note it is 
designed for recurrent support. Single donations only occur if you cancel auto-renew after 
you are charged. If you plan to only donate once, choose whatever amount you would like 
to donate, then click “I’d like to set a monthly limit,” then scroll to “1” for “times per 
month.” Once you are charged, cancel your auto-renew or your membership and you will 
not be recharged again. 

Thank you in advance for any help you can give us! 

 

Gábor Egry 

--------- 
MTA doktora/DSc 
Principal Investigator/Vezető kutató ERC CoG-2017 NEPOSTRANS 
Director-general/főigazgató 
Institute of Political History/Politikatörténeti Intézet 
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